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BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTES. 



Psychology and Folk-Lore. By R. R. Marett, M.A., DSc. London, Methuen 
and Co. Pp. x, 275. Price, 7s. 6d. net. 

In this book the author (who is the University Reader in Social Anthro- 
pology at Oxford) has brought together a number of addresses, essays and 
reviews dealing with his special subject. Dr. Marrett, following what he re- 
gards as the fundamental method of his science, attempts sympathetically to 
insinuate himself into the attitude of mind of the unlettered peasant as a means 
of understanding the mental processes of more primitive people. Thus he is 
interested in ancient customs and beliefs not as museum specimens but as vital 
expressions of tendencies which civilization has submerged rather than com- 
pletely destroyed. "Hence," he says, "given conditions unfavorable to the 
predominance of the scientific temper, the lurking superstition will out; so 
that the magic-haunted fantasy of aboriginal Australia comes to life again in 
the witch-mania of a Europe which, paradoxically enough, is in the throes of 
an intellectual and spiritual re-birth." So fertility charms are still on sale in 
the East End of London, while in the West End a seance with a Witch of Endor 
is doubtless to be obtained for a suitable fee. This point of view which is 
arrived at through a thorough intimacy with modern psychology and its methods 
enables Mr. Marrett to see something like unity in the sphere where his prede- 
cessors were wont to find confusion. This suggestive book will raise many 
expectations which Dr. Marrett will find it no doubt an interesting task to 
satisfy. Frank Watts. 



A Short History of Education. By John William Adamson. Cambridge 
University Press ; New York : G. P. Putnam's Sons. 1919. Pp. xi, 371. 
Price, 12s. 6d. net. 

This book contains a most convenient and readable summary of the history 
of Education in England; for it does not (as its title would suggest) deal, except 
incidentally, with that of other countries. Professor Adamson writes mostly of 



